	Paper Two — Section B: Writing
	40 Marks
	45 Mins



	EITHER
*7  Write an imaginative piece that starts with the line:
'It was all around us…'
OR
*8  Write about a time when you, or someone you know, was affected by the weather.
Your response could be real or imagined. You may wish to base your response on one of the images provided.



Know Your Question
	Q7 — Imaginative Writing
	Q8 — Personal / Descriptive Writing

	You must use the given opening line.
Purpose: to entertain / create atmosphere
Tone: tense, dramatic, mysterious
Techniques to use:
• Pathetic fallacy  • Sensory details (sight, sound, touch)
• Varied sentence length  • Powerful verbs  
• Figurative language (metaphor, simile) • 1st or 3rd person 
	Your experience can be real or entirely made up.
Purpose: to describe / engage the reader
Tone: reflective, vivid, immersive 
Techniques to use:
• Sensory details  • Extended metaphor for the weather
• Contrasting before and after  • Emotion and thoughts
• Varied pace  • A twist or moment of realisation



	Stuck for ideas? Here are some to get you started

	Remember: You have already read and analysed texts about surviving at sea in Section A. The characters, settings and themes from those texts can inspire your writing here!

	Q7 — Imaginative Writing: Story Plot Ideas
Each idea starts from the line: 'It was all around us…'
Plot idea 1 — The Fog:
A young boy wakes to find thick fog surrounding his home. He must venture out to find something precious he has lost, but the fog seems to have changed the world.
Plot idea 2 — The Flood:
Rising floodwater surrounds a family home. A lone teenager must make a decision: stay and wait, or swim for help.
	Q8 — Personal Writing: Weather Experience Ideas
Your response can be real or entirely imagined.
Idea 1 — The Day the Snow Came:
A snowfall transforms everything. Write about how the weather changed plans, brought people together (or apart) and left a lasting impression. Focus on the contrast between before and after.
Idea 2 — The Heatwave:
An unbearable heatwave changes daily life. Write about how the heat affects people's moods, behaviour, and routines. 



Quick Planning Grid
	Setting
Where and when? What does the weather look, sound and feel like?
	Character
Introduce the character. Who are they? How do they feel and why?
	Rising Tension
What happens? How does it escalate?
	Key Moment
What is the most dramatic point?
	Resolution
How does it end? What does the character feel, realise or achieve?



	Top Tips

	CONTENT AND ORGANISATION (24 marks)
· Shape your piece! Slow down the pace at the most dramatic moments.
· Use varied sentence and paragraph lengths for effect.
· Flashbacks, time jumps or perspective shifts add variety
· Your ending is worth as much as your opening - plan it beforehand.
· Use pathetic fallacy, letting the weather reflect a character's emotions.
· Show, don't tell! Instead of 'I was terrified', write what terror looks and feels like.
	SPaG (16 marks)
· Punctuate accurately for effect – aim for 5 different types.
· Leave 5 minutes at the end to re-read and fix any errors in spelling or punctuation.
· Choose powerful, specific verbs: 'the wind clawed', 'thunder split the sky'.



