	Paper Two — Question 6
	16 Marks
	25 Mins



	What is this question testing?
This is the biggest reading question. You need to compare what the two writers think and feel, and how they present their ideas. Use comparative words like "similarly", "however", "in contrast" and "whereas" to link your points.

Structure to aim for:
1. Overview sentence — what types of texts are you reading and what are they about?
2. Point about Text One (PETEL)
3. Comparative word + Point about Text Two (PETEL)
4. A difference between how the two writers present things (PETEL for each text)
5. Final evaluative sentence — what do both writers want us to understand?



	Comparative words and phrases:

	To show similarity
similarly, likewise, equally, in the same way, also, both writers...
	To show difference
however, in contrast, whereas, on the other hand, unlike, but...






	Compare the writers' ideas and perspectives about surviving at sea.
You should compare:
• the main ideas     • the points of view     • the presentation of these ideas and views
Use examples from BOTH texts to support your comparison.



	Both texts describe people struggling to survive at sea during a terrible storm. Text one is about Pi, a fictional character from a novel. In contrast, text two is about Billy Tyne, a real-life ship's captain.

In text one, the writer presents the sea as something that cannot be defeated. The text says "the boat clung like a mountain climber to a rope." The writer's use of simile is effective because it highlights the size of the waves, comparing them to mountains, whilst showing how fragile the boat is against the might of the storm. The reader might feel scared for Pi because he is not in control and needs the boat to hold on for his safety. The writer’s intention is to show that they are in real danger and the sea is incredibly powerful.

[Comparative phrase], in text two, the writer presents the sea as ...
The text says "…”
The writer's use of [technique] is effective because …
The reader might feel ... because…
The writer's intention is to show that …



However, the two writers present their characters in different ways. In text one, Pi is a young, inexperienced person and things happen TO him. The text says "…”
The writer's use of [technique] is effective because …
The reader might feel ... because…
The writer's intention is to show that …

[Comparative phrase], in text two, Billy is ...
The text says "…”
The writer's use of [technique] is effective because …
The reader might feel ... because…
The writer's intention is to show that …

Overall, both writers want us to understand that …



